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Cause and Effect:
Currents are the cause of something here.  Underline the effect that currents cause.

This effect _____________________ in turn causes something else, circle what the effect in the sentence that the new cause creates.






How does the heading help us figure out the central theme? 
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
What is the central theme or main idea of this section of text? Circle two details in the text below to support your central theme statement.
	Central Theme:  

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________
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Water covers more than seventy percent of our
planet’s surface. Although the surface is sprinkled
with thousands of lakes and seas, most of Earth’s
water can be found in the five oceans. Inside these
oceans, water is constantly moving warmer water
to cold regions and cooler water to warm regions.
Currents provide nutrients that allow for a rich sea life
of plants and animals that live in the oceans.
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WHAT ARE OCEAN CURRENTS?

Ocean water is always on the move. Waves
can lap quietly against a sandy beach or pound
against a rocky shore. Even when the surface of the
ocean seems motionless, flowing masses of water
are moving just underneath. Known as currents,
these masses are continually moving. They flow like
rivers within the larger bodies of the oceans and
mix together water from all around the world. As
they move, they carry with them food, animals, and
different temperatures that are integral to oceanic
ecosystems around the planet.
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Earth’s rotation also influences currents. Earth rotates on its axis
once every twenty-four hours. As it spins, the rotation bends the
wind and makes it veer off course. If Earth did not spin, the winds
coming from the North and South Poles would blow straight across
the equator. Instead, the winds bend to the right in the Northern
Hemisphere and to the left in the Southern Hemisphere. These
bending winds affect the shape of ocean currents.




