Excerpt from “The House That Baba Built”
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Excerpt from “My Librarian Is a Camel”
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Only toward the very end of the war did we hear bombs. First
we'd hear the long warning siren that meant enemy planes had
been sighted. Then came the quick, shrill blas's signaling that
bombing was about fo begin

We gathered in the hallway, where the dinner bell was—the
safest part of the house, Baba said. There were no windows there, so
we could keep a light on. When everybody was seftled comfortably,
the stories began. Baba fold of a woman kung fu warrior with bound
feet. She was chasing an enemy, who was getting away until his
shadow from the slanting moonlight fell in her path. She kicked his
shadow so hard that she killed the poor bandit. T pictured her, not
the bombs outside, which didn't frighten me anyway. I knew nothing
could happen to us within those walls, in the house Baba built
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Republic o Azerbaijan -
Capital: Baky

Estimated population: 9477000

This former republic of the Soviet Union
became independent in 1991. Since the
breakup of the Soviet Union, Azerbaijan

has been torn by
civil conflict. People
speak Azerbaijani, but
Russian is also spoken,
mostly in the capital of
the country.

Azerbaijan

The children in the Kelenterli
refugee settlement can't sit still
when they know that the blue
truckis coming! The blue truck
library is here, thanks to the hard
work of Relief International, an
organization that provides relief
to victims of natural disasters
and civil conflicts.

These children live in poverty,
but the blue library truck
brings a surge of happiness and
curiosity. “It's a big event when
the library comes to town,” says

the librarian. “It's a bit of happiness for children who normally don't have

much to look forward to.”

‘This library-in-a-truck has been bringing books to children for several
years. Designed to provide a wide variety of books to young people, two library
trucks serve over sixteen hundred students in about twenty-three refugee
schools. Their goal is simple: for a few hours each week, the children of
Kelenterli and other settlements are given the opportunity to borrow books. In
doing 5o, they may feel they are part of a new generation growing up in a new
Azerbaijan. The trucks travel through only two regions of Azerbaijan. There are
children in other areas of the country who would love to see the blue truck
pay them a visit. But unfortunately, there are not enough trucks, or books, to
reach them all. Relief International is working to change that.

“For us” says the librarian, ‘the mobile library is as important s air or water”




