Dirt Day 4 Comprehension
1.  Why does the author describe soil’s surface as a “battleground”?  RACE Restate the question, Answer, Cite evidence, Explain.  Circle the evidence in the text below, then write it and put quotes around the direct statement. 
The author describes soil’s surface as a “battle ground” because ____________
________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________
According to the text,________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________
This shows ________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________
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2.  Explain why humus in soil is important for plants.  Restate the statement, Answer, Cite evidence, Explain.  Circle the evidence in the text below, then write it and put quotes around the direct statement. 
The author describes soil’s surface as a “battle ground” because ____________
________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________
According to the text,________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________
This shows ________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________
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3.  Compare and contrast how “A Handful of Dirt” and “Salmon Creek” each show that death in nature supports new life.   You may use the text below to refresh your memories.
The two stories are similar because they both _____________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
However, in a “A Handful of Dirt”,  _____________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
In contrast, in “Salmon Creek”  _________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________
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Like tiny cattle, crickets, millipedes, sow bugs, and other tiny
“grazers” nibble leaves and grasses, breaking them down into the
ingredients for fertile soil. Busy ants also recycle nutrients as they
tunnel and bring food underground.

Like a science fiction thriller, the surface of the soil is the
battleground for the most vicious, bloodthirsty creatures on Earth.
Roaming the leaf litter and mulch, as well as the leaves and stems
of green plants, these ruthless, efficient predators capture and kill
their prey in their razor-sharp jaws and pincers. This rogues’ gallery
includes praying mantises, ladybugs, and centipedes, all of which feed
on the small creatures that make soil. These backyard assassins are
everywhere, but their slaughter is hardly noticed in their small “eat or
be eaten” world, except that many useful plants are spared from the
ravenous appetites of the crickets and aphids upon which they prey.
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oil is also made up of organic
materials that were once alive. If you
pick up a handful of soil, you will be
holding invisible bits of rotted leaves
and grass and fragments of dead insects.
The grasses and wildflowers of the
prairies feed on the remains of plants that
have died, just as the forest floor is covered
with dead leaves that become humus—a dark,
fragrant substance that feeds the trees reaching
high into the sky. Earthworms, as well as bacteria

and other small creatures, munch on this plant and Enriched with bits of
animal matter and turn it into vital soil ingredients. leaves and other plant
Humus helps to stick crumbs of soil together, almost matter, this humus

provides most of the
nutrients needed by
flowers, vegetables,
and trees.

like glue, and enables it to hold water like a sponge.
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Small insects nestled in the folds of her skin.
And later, as she drifted gently downstream,

Sumi sang to her eggs . . .

Home is the scent of cedar and creek.

Home is the journey’s end.
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... At dusk, a bear wandered down to the creek.

It sat on its haunches, feasting on salmon.

A windstorm shook the last of the maple leaves from the trees.
e leaves fell on the mossy log, then joined the creek.

A flock of eagles picked at the salmon bones left by the bear.

The scent of salmon lingered in the air.
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