Dirt Day 3 Comprehension
1.  Why should we stay away from mushrooms in the wild?  Quote details from the text to support your answer.  RACE Restate the question, Answer, Cite evidence, Explain.  Circle the evidence below, then write it with quotes around the direct statement.
People should stay away from ___________________________________
because _________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________
According to the text,_________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________
This shows ________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________
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2.  Explain how earthworms play an important role in healthy soil.  Quote details from the text to support your answer.  RACE Restate the question, Answer, Cite evidence, Explain.  Circle the evidence in the text below, then write it and put quotes around the direct statement.
Earthworms ___________________________________________________
because _________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________
According to the text, _______________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________
This shows ________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________
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any people think of soil as unclean.
Soil is popularly called “dirt,” from the Old
English word drit, meaning manure. When
playing in the yard, you may get “dirty”
and your clothes may become “soiled.”
However, through decomposition, bacteria
break down diseases and other deadly
substances present in dead animals so
they are no longer harmful.

Fungi, including mushrooms, also
decompose just about any dead organic
materials, returning their nutrients to the
earth. Mushrooms come in many shapes and
sizes. Some are quite lovely, and others are
downright ugly. Some are delicious, but many are
deadly. Those with bright colors or white gills are
pure poison; others, like the stinkhorn, emit foul
odors. It’s best to stay away from mushrooms,
except those at the grocery store.

Popping up in the woods,
mushrooms are the most

familiar of the fungi. They
work quietly in the shade,
making soils fertile for new
generations of plants.
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M any different kinds of worms live in the soil, including
earthworms, wire worms, and nematodes. The most numerous of
these squiggly organisms are the strange creatures called nematodes,
which feed on bacteria. There may be a million nematodes in a
single acre of land. Also called threadworms and roundworms, these
eel-shaped, colorless worms are often too small to be seen except
through a microscope.

Earthworms constantly burrow through the soil. Their vast
networks of tunnels make excellent channels for air and water, as
well as other small creatures. As many as 1,600 earthworms may
live in a square meter of soil. Earthworms eat enormous amounts of
leaves and other organic material—all the leaves falling to the forest
floor may be devoured within a single year. With several pounds of
soil passing through each of their wiggly bodies every year, they
excrete waste called “castings” that further enrich the soil.




